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Middle East Flashpoint 

Iran, the bomb Iran, the bomb 

Stella Saliari

“It is  quite common to hear high offic ials  in Washington and elsewhere speak of
changing the map of the Middle E ast, as if anc ient soc ieties and myriad peoples
can be shaken up like so many peanuts in a jar”, says E dward Said in Orientalism.
T he latest threats for the region are –no surprise- direc ted against Iran and with US
elec tions fast approaching the various candidates are busy in talking themselves
into a possible US-backed Israeli strike. In case this  psychological warfare leads to
war, a Global Armageddon Scenario could be in the offing. 

and Immanuel Kantand Immanuel Kant
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Let me introduce to you one of the oldest political standoffs in the Middle Eastern

landscape: the US and Israel’s opposition to Iran being a regional superpower resulting into

a long-time animosity that has kept the world busy for decades. This bitter-sweet

relationship has its root cause in the 1953 British-American overthrow of Iran’s then

democratically-elected government and its Prime Minister Mohammed Mossadegh. And it

has first and foremost survived decades of US-backed oppression under the brutal

dictatorship of the Shah, the Iran-Iraq war, Washington’s dual-containment strategy and the

invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.  Someone could describe it as a play about regional

power which has not reached its final yet as it is perpetuated by proxy wars, reports,

assassinations, sabotage, mysterious deaths, cyber warfare, nuclear bombs and sanctions.

However, against the background of recent developments a war with Iran seems inevitable

and plenty of articles about possible war case scenarios indicate that this long-lasting

drama has finally reached its catastrophe. In other words, the war on Iran has begun; but

isn’t that madness?  

Let’s look at the ‘facts’ first, before internalizing the recently promoted image of a

looming war on Iran. In early November 2011, the UN’s nuclear watchdog IAEA published

a report called ‘the implementation of the NPT safeguards agreement and relevant

provisions of security council resolutions in the Islamic Republic of Iran’, presenting new

evidence that makes a ‘credible’ case that ‘Iran has carried out activities relevant to the

development of a nuclear device’. In other words, the IAEA is warning the international

community against an Iranian attack. Iran’s reaction was an angry one, dismissing the

findings as American fabrications and boycotting a meeting in Vienna at the IAEA’s

headquarters on November 21, 2011.1

On the other hand, the US and the UK responded to the ‘newest discoveries’ with even

more sanctions against Iran aimed at corrupting its banking and energy sector; whereas the

UK decided to totally cut off Iran’s Central bank from the British financial sector2. Iran’s

reaction came quickly and led to a bill expelling the British ambassador from the country

while devaluating diplomatic relations between the two states. And as if all these events

were not enough, Iranian protestors stormed the British embassy in Tehran on November

29 screaming ‘death to England’ and tearing down pictures of England’s ‘beloved’ Queen.

An event, that seemed to have been pre-organized by the Iranian authorities. 

Prior to the IAEA’s ‘findings’, Iran had been accused of a secret operation to kill the

Saudi ambassador to the US, followed by accusations of the Bahraini government which

stated that Iran is encouraging Shia-led protests while training and financing cells in the use

of firearms and explosives to organize attacks in Bahrain. Then, in mid-November 2011 a

huge explosion at an Iranian missile facility killed Major General Hassan Moghaddam, the

architect of Iran’s ballistic missile program and 16 soldiers of the Iranian Revolutionary

Corp. According to Iran it was an unfortunate accident; but the word is, that it was an act of

sabotage masterminded by the Mossad. Israel neither confirmed nor denied the allegations

while its Defense Minister Ehud Barak implied that an increase of acts of sabotage would

be absolutely in his favor: ‘I don’t know the extent of the explosion. But it would be desirable

if they multiply,’ he said.3

Other incidents that occurred over the last few years were the launching of the

computer worm Stuxnet by the US and Israel which set back Iran’s nuclear program by

years at the beginning of 2011; the assassination of three Iranian nuclear scientists in the

last two years and a failed attempt to kill a top nuclear official in November 2010. All of

these attacks have been ascribed to Israeli intelligence activities.4

The list of covert warfare events is long and can be continued, however, for the sake

of the reader we should stop here, reflect for a second and hope that some of us will argue
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now that the script looks familiar, as the parallels with Iraq are quite worrying: once again

we have a document which should make us believe that a Middle Eastern villain is hard at

work building a nuclear weapon with which it will attack the West and its allies. But did the

report really tell us something new? Or did it once again point out – this time maybe more

explicitly- that Tehran is ‘actively pursuing a nuclear weapons program’? And is this really

true and without any bias?

What is all this fuss about? 

It is about the fact that this conflict’s main threat is not nuclear, it is geopolitical. It is

the US and Israel’s objective to the creation of a Middle Eastern superpower that does not

act according to their wishes. Hence, they have created the image of a powerful nuclear

Iran which is not only nuclear but also Islamic and anti-Zionist. Consequently, everything

that is said or done by Tehran is perceived through that prism; the current escalation of the

conflict can be seen against the background of US withdrawal from Iraq which will lead to

a power vacuum that Iran is likely to exploit.  The idea of the Islamic Republic controlling

the region terrifies not only the US and Israel but also Saudi Arabia and Turkey.5 Thus, the

US and its allies are keen on promoting Iran’s demonization while nurturing hopes on the

overthrow of the Syrian regime which would curb Iran’s sphere of influence.  

However, this political rhetoric can have huge political consequences. In other words,

there might be a war at the end not because it was really wanted but because the different

parties talked themselves into it and narrowed down any other option. ‘If you talk about

going to war often enough and for long enough, people get used to the idea and some will

even begin to think if it is bound to happen sooner or later, than twere better to be done

quickly’6 says Stephen Walt in his article ‘Mainstreaming War with Iran. 

The US and Israel’s cyclopic vision of the region and their will to make us believe that

Iran is planning to attack us is inherently flawed and can have tremendous consequences.

Iran is not as evil as it is portrayed and even though many Iranians are in disfavor of their

current regime, they do not welcome the US or Israel to rescue them. Quite the opposite is

the case with Iranians supporting the development of nuclear weapons as this is perceived

as a symbol of national pride and as a protection of its boarders which have been violated

many times in the country’s history. The atrocities that Iranian people experienced during

the Iran-Iraq war which was characterized by a very high number of casualties and lethal

chemical weapon attacks cannot be forgotten. As well as the overthrow of Mohammed

Mossadegh - who until today is one of the most important symbols of the country’s long

struggle for democracy - is an event in Iran’s history that has shaped its people. Not to

mention the large deployment of US forces at Iran’s borders and the Persian Gulf. In other

words, Iran is not only Mahmoud Ahmedinejad but a country with a vibrant intellectual life

and civil society where people are reading Jürgen Habermas and Immanuel Kant. As Arshin

Adib-Moghaddam correctly states ‘if the analysis of a country is wrong the policy

prescriptions are bound to be wrong, too. Afghanistan and Iraq are very good examples of

that relationship between the absence of sound knowledge on a country and strategic

failure’.7
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