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s Rise over the Local Elections

parties and media agree that the upcoming local elections will shape Turkey's near
violence and threats against politicians has worried the public. Tensions rise as

d rivals deliver inflammatory speeches. The Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) lee
derlined the danger of high polarization in his latest speech. Indeed, the killing

in an armed attack last month created a potentially explosive situation. The de
Movement Party, Celal Adan, claimed that it was a terrorist attack. Bahgeli sa
" aim was to provoke MHP supporters, but they should not give provocators a chance.
ck was reported, yet it was a false alarm. Moreover, armed gunmen opened fire
uilding of Sisli. The assault seemed to target Mustafa Sarigiil, mayor of Sisli and the
ty (CHP) mayor candidate for Istanbul . In addition, rival Kurdish party supporters
Party (BDP) and Huda-Par, clashed in Diyarbakir. BDP co-chair Demirtas emphasiz

s a provocation . Security concerns for the elections were also expressed by Ankara

2k, who claimed there could be political assassinations on the eve of the polls.
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amous actor, Levent Kirca.
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ban the internet ."

position parties in Turkey have called on President Abdullah Giil to veto the controve

Kemal Kilicdaroglu, leader of the CHP, asked the President to “support democracy

leader, Devlet Bahgeli, underlined that the new internet legislation would restrict
bers of the Peace and Democracy Party (BDP) also criticized the state-imposed

, Turkey’s leading business organization, the Turkish Industrialists” and Businessmen’s

nd some international organizations have urged President Abdullah Giil to veto the

jections, President Giil disappointed the opposition and approved the internet bill

new regulation has drawn increasing criticism from the EU. The President of th
artin Schulz, called on the Turkish government to guarantee freedom of the press. In
er for Enlargement and European Neighborhood Policy, Stefan Fiile, expressed conce

e of the judiciary, the separation of powers and the impartiality and transparen

acer, “Tiirkiye'nin internet karnesi zaten kotii! Pahali ve sanstirlii!,” Radikal, (9/2/201
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im, “Erdogan: Baykal ve MHP'ye kurulan kaset tuzaginin arkasinda paralel yap1 var,”
http:/ /www.cihan.com.tr/news/Erdogan-Baykal-ve-MHP-ye-kurulan-kaset-tuzagini
var_9275-CHMTMI1OTI3NS8xMDA1
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eaks: The Bitter Truth

recordings appear to reveal Erdogan's direct interference with press freedom. These re
ne conversations allegedly between the Prime Minister and Fatih Sarag, deputy chairm
p which owns the Habertiirk newspaper, were leaked to the internet. In one of these
ders Sarag over the phone to stop broadcasting a press conference of MHP’s leader, Devl
Minister’s son allegedly plays a role in this game of power to manipulate and intimidate
s contacted later on by Sara¢ who was asking for forgiveness. In addition, three journ.

or publishing a news report which criticized deficiencies in the public health system aft

to Sarag about it.

iew with CNN Tiirk, Fatih Altayli, Daily Habertiirk’s editor-in-chief, acknowledged
y the government. Without denying the authenticity of the recordings, Altayli describe

nt that “showed for the first time the pressure put on the media .”

phone call from Morocco, yes indeed, I called. I only made some reminders,” Erdog

following a journalist’s question during a press conference in Ankara . Tension erupted
to the press when another reporter took the floor to ask a question over the legality o
uses on the Aegean coast . The journalist was accused of being close to the movement o

ic scholar Fethullah Giilen that Erdogan blames for orchestrating the latest graft probes.

ationalist Movement Party (MHP) leader, Devlet Bahgeli, and the Republican People's P
al Kiligdaroglu, pointed out in their speeches that the Erdogan administration was putti
ia . Kilicgdaroglu also mentioned the existence of another tape which is a phone co

inister Binali Yildirim and a businessman connected with Bilal Erdogan and emphasized
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urists and the "Parallel State"

7 was a significant point for the Turkish political arena since on that date the Giilen mo

ose allies in the past, parted their ways. After a period of reciprocal accusations, the po.

into a regime one. According to Erdogan, the Giilen movement has transformed into
ro-AKP newspapers argue that the recent corruption investigations are led by the parall
been organized inside the police and the judiciary in order to weaken PM Erdogan. The

as an involvement of police officers in a case where trucks suspected to be loaded wit
near the borders with Syria . Moreover, Erdogan's advisor Yal¢gin Akdogan argued tha

staged a political conspiracy against the army in the disputed Ergenekon and Balyoz case
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the parallel state. If there is a parallel state, Erdogan is the head of it," according to
CHP . It is said that Kiligdaroglu, who wiretapped the sound recordings of the corr
gal consequences for violating privacy laws. On the other hand, another opposition pa
the fact that no legal action against the parallel state has been taken and pointed out tk
e Kurdish issue should continue . Finally, the PKK leader, Ocalan, confirmed the clair

ture and lent his support to the Prime Minister.
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